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proof of craftsmanship. Observe, for one little
Instance, the careful manner in which the final
appearance of Mrs. George is prepared for,
** planted " as the phrase goes, by Collins* talk
about her on the first page. This preparation is
one of the sure tests of a genuine dramatist and
the tyro constantly overlooks it.

But the idea and argument claim attention.
The play stands or falls by its intellectual inter-
est. It is a play of ideas, or it is nothing.

However elaborate the development of the
thought, the author's position is clear. To him,
the present marriage laws are bad, and the solu-
tion is easy divorce: there it is, stated in a sin-
gle sentence, and as a thought sufficiently shock-
ing to many. Some think we shall get rid of
marriage entirely, projecting their dream far
ahead in time. Not so Shaw. By precept and
example, he shows we must practically, and for
the present, preserve the institution; that the
thing to do is to improve, not abolish it. All
statements that his aim is to destroy rather than
modify, are "based on a failure to read and under-
stand his words.

But there remain several reasons why the play of skill about it; wilfully Shaw adopted his
